THREE CROSS—SHAPED “TET” STAMP
IMPRESSIONS FROM TELL EN-NASBEH!

Jeffrey R. Zorn

Among the previously unpublished materials from W.F. Bade’s excavations at
Tell en-Nasbeh (probably biblical Mizpah of Benjamin), 12 km. northwest of
Jerusalem, are three stamp impressions (Figs. 1-3). Each impression consists of a
circular field in which is centered a cross or zet design. The arms of the cross in all
cases reach the circular border, and in some instances appear to extend a bit beyond
the border. Each impression is stamped on a single-ridge handle near where it joins
the body of astorage jar. Unfortunately, no part of the rim was preserved with any
of the examples, so the type of storage vessel(s) stamped remains unknown.

The first impression (Fig. 1) was discovered in surface debris in Square R12 and
was given provenance number x14 for that square; it was not assigned a separate
museum number. The diameter of the impression is 14 mm. The surface and
sub-surface colour of the handle are 7.5YR7/4 (pink) according to the Munsell
system, and the core was evenly fired throughout.

The second impression (Fig. 2) bears provenance number x5 from Room 497 in .
Square AEI16; it was given Museum Number 2526. In the architectural re-analysis
of Tell en-Nasbeh this room was assigned to Building 159.03 of Stratum 3, which
chronologically spans the Iron Age 1.2 This structure “underwent several
modifications and partial rebuildings over the course of its use. As is the case with
many of the excavations of its day, at Tell en-Nasbeh the precise find spot of
artifacts within the architectural features cannot usually be determined. It is
impossible to say if the handle came from the floor of the room, from debris used to
level the area for subsequent construction after the demolition of the building, or
from alater layer. Thus, a date cannot be assigned to this impression based on its
architectural or artifactual context. The diameter of the impression is 19 mm. The

I 1 would like to thank Mr. Kevin Kaiser, Co-ordinator of the Badé Institute of Biblical
Archaeology, for facilitating my study of these impressions, and the Institute itself for
granting permission to publish them. I would also like to thank llan Sharon and Avi Ofer for
reading an earlier version of this article and for their helpful comments. The drawings in Fig.
4 were produced by scanning the original millimetre record card drawings into a computer,
converting the resulting bitmap images to vector-based images, scaling all drawings to 1:10,
and printing them on a 300 dpi laser printer.

2 Inthe final report of the Tell en-Nasbeh excavations published by McCown and Wampler,
Roman numerals were used to designate the stratigraphy (TN 1:179-186). In order to avoid
confusion with this earlier scheme the re-interpretation of the stratigraphy uses Arabic
numerals. For a summary of the revised stratigraphy see Zorn 1993b. The other rooms
assigned to Building 159.03 are 498, 503, 508, 583 and 585.
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Fig. 3. Stamp impression.

surface and sub-surface colour of the handle are 2.5YR6/6 (light red). The core was
unevenly fired and grey in colour.

The third impression (Fig. 3) bears provenance number x35 from Cistern 127 in
Square AK21; this piece was also not given a museum number. This cistern has two
mouths; at least one of these, Mouth A, was found covered with stone blocking; the
second opening does not appear in any photograph, nor is there any written
description of it.3 Unfortunately, it is not certain that the cistern was found sealed,
as this would have provided an unequivocal dating for this class of impressions. The
contents of Cistern 127 and their use in dating the impressions will be discussed
below. The diameter of the impression is 14 mm. The surface and sub-surface
colour are 2.5YR6/4 (light reddish brown). The core was evenly fired.

Cross- or fet-shaped stamp impressions, not incisions, are relatively rare.
Macalister and Duncan recovered seven in their excavations at the Ophel of
Jerusalem.4 Aharoni recovered another seven at Ramat Rahel (Aharoni 1956:148;
PL 27:5; RR I:35; P1. 30:4; RR II:22,46). On the Jerusalem and Ramat Rahel pieces

3 Thiscisterncan be seen in excavation photograph 104 in the Badé Institute collection. For a
discussion of its stratigraphic position see also Zorn 1993a: 899-901, 903-904.

4 Macalister and Duncan 1926:209; Figs. 202.7, 203.8, 204 top row, first hiandle and bottom
row, last handle; Duncan 1931:142; Pl. opposite p. 141, first four impressions in fourth line
and impressions two to four in third line.
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Zorn: Cross-shaped “Tet” Stamp Impressions

there is no circle surrounding the cross. This may be due to the stamp not being
pressed deep enough to leave the full impression, or these may be variants of the
Tell en-Nasbeh impressions.’ The specific find spots were not reported for any of
these 14 impressions, making it impossible to date them. The geographic distribution
of all 17 impressions is very restricted, extending in a radius of no more than 12 km.
around Jerusalem.

Cistern 127 in Square AK21 lies in the southwest corner of the site and was
excavated in 1927. Both of its mouths are partially under the northeast wall of
Room 37. This stretch of wall marks the southernmost limit to which the site’s
ring-road can be traced; even here only the southwest side of the road is preserved.
This road was used throughout Stratum 3.6 Plan 1947 shows two stones extending
out from the wall, forming almost a curb around half of Cistern 127’s Mouth A.
Thus, though the wall was built across the cistern mouth, the cistern continued in
use. Water running along the road was no doubt collected here.

Cistern 127 yielded a small but rich collection of intact or restorable vessels.
Unfortunately, at the time the cistern was excavated descriptions of wares were very
sketchy; what is available is reproduced in Table 1 and Fig. 4. Save for lamp
fragment x23 and pyxis fragment x31, the assemblage seems to fit comfortably into
the early 6th century B.C.E. This relative homogeneity may indicate that both
openings were covered when the cistern went out of use.

Jug Type 673 is known from En-gedi V (En-gedi: 32; Fig. 20.6). The red-slipped
Jug Type 607 was found in En-gedi V and in Tomb 106 at Lachish, equivalent to
Level 11 (En-gedi: 30; Fig. 19:11; Lachish 11I:293, 327; Pl. 84:193-194, 198-199;
Class J9). Jugs of Types 585, 586 and 588 were present in Lachish Level IT and in the
lowest layer of Cistern 1 at Tell el-Fal (Lachish I11:291-292, 327, P1. 86:238; Class
J7b; Lachish V: Pls. 47:23-24; 50:13; Type J60; Tell el- Fal: 90; Pls. 53-56). The
elongated juglet Type 679 was found primarily in Level II at Lachish, though two
came from Level III and three from Level I, and the lowest layer of Cistern 1 at Tell
el-Fal (Lachish I11:296, 298, 328; P1. 88:292; Class D5b; Stern 1982:119; Tell el- Fal:
92; PL. 60:8). Holemouth Jar 323 has parallels in En-gedi V and Lachish III-I
(En-gedi: 32; Fig. 21:5; Lachish II:317,329; P1. 95:492; Class S10). Jars with a body
similar to Storage Jar 359 have been found in En-gedi V, Arad VII and VI and 6th
century Babylonian destruction deposits in Jerusalem (Herzog a.o. 1984: Figs.
25:11; 29:11; En-gedi: 32-33; Fig. 22:4; Shiloh 1984:17-19; Fig. 30:2; Mazar and
Mazar 1989:16-17; Pls. 4:1-4; 5:1-4). Storage jars of Type 275 were found in

5 Aharoni (RRI:35) refers to them as taw impressions. The difference between zaw and fet is
that the latter is inscribed within a circle and the former stands by itself.

6 For a detailed summary of Stratum 3 see Zorn 1993a:114-162.

7 This plan is kept in the Bade Institute of Biblical Archaeology.
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