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The year 2008 marks Professor Amartya Sen's 75th birthday. Professor Sen
has made deep and lasting contributions to the academic disciplines of
economics, philosophy, and more broadly, the social sciences. He has
engaged in policy dialogue and public debate, advancing the cause of a
human development focused policy agenda, and a tolerant and democratic
polity. This Argumentative Indian has made the case for the poorest of the
poor, and for plurality in cultural perspective. It is not surprising that he has
won the highest awards, ranging from the Nobel Prize in Economics to the
Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honour. This public recognition has
gone hand in hand with the affection and admiration that Professor Sen's
friends and students hold for him.

This International Conference on “Development, Freedom and Welfare” is
being organized in his honour in New Delhi, on 19-20 December 2008, to
celebrate this occasion. It is being jointly organized by Cornell University,
USA, and Institute for Human Development, India. The Prime Minister of
India, Dr. Manmohan Singh, will inaugurate and address the conference on
19 December, 2008. Many of the world's leading economists and social
scientists will be present on the occasion.

The conference has three components:

®  The launch of Arguments for a Better World: Essays in Honour of
Amartya Sen, a Festschrift by leading economists and social scientists,
edited by Kaushik Basu and Ravi Kanbur and published by Oxford
University Press. Many of the authors will be present at the conference.

Three Policy Panels, on India specific and global development issues.
The panelists are leading public intellectuals from India and abroad.

Presentations by young economists and social scientists from India and
around the world. This is particularly appropriate given Professor Sen's
own devotion to his students and to young social scientists in general.
Thirty papers have been selected for presentation during the
conference out of over 200 submitted in response to a call for papers
by young researchers from around the world. A large number of
eminent international economists and social scientists have agreed to
be discussants of the papers.




FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2008

Hall No. 6, Vigyan Bhavan, Maulana Azad Road, New Delhi

1015-1115: INAUGURAL FUNCTION AND LAUNCH OF
“ARGUMENTS FOR A BETTER WORLD”

Welcome

Alakh N Sharma

Professor and Director,

Institute for Human Development

Introducing the Conference

Kaushik Basu

C. Marks Professor and Chairperson,
Department of Economics, Cornell University

Launch of “Arguments for a Better World” and Inaugural Address
Manmohan Singh
Honourable Prime Minister of India

Address
Amartya Sen
Professor, Harvard University and Nobel Laureate

Remarks

Henry Reece

Secretary to the Delegates and Chief Executive,
Oxford University Press

Concluding Remarks and Vote of Thanks

Ravi Kanbur

T.H.Lee Professor of World Affairs and Economics,
Cornell University

TEA BREAK




1145-1400
PANEL I: GLOBALIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Chairperson
M.S. Swaminathan, Member of Parliament and
Chairperson, M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation

Speakers
Emma Rothschild, Professor, Harvard University and Cambridge University

Edmund Phelps, Professor, Columbia University and Nobel Laureate

Lord Meghnad Desai, Professor Emeritus, London School of Economics and
Member, House of Lords

Joseph Stiglitz, Professor, Columbia University and Nobel Laureate

Amartya Sen, Professor, Harvard University and Nobel Laureate

1500-1700: YOUNG RESEARCHERS' PRESENTATIONS:
PARALLEL SESSIONS [, 11, 1l & IV

TEA BREAK
1715-1845: YOUNG RESEARCHERS' PRESENTATIONS:
PARALLEL SESSIONS V, VI, VII & VIII

RECEPTION AND DINNER




SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2008

Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi

0930-1045

PANEL II: INDIA AND THE WORLD

Chairperson
Yoginder K Alagh, Former Union Minister and Former Vice-Chancellor, Jawaharlal
Nehru University

Speakers
Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairperson, Planning Commission, Govt. of India

Aruna Roy, Chairperson, Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan

Nandan Nilekani, Co-Chairman of the Board of Directors, Infosys Technologies Ltd.

TEA BREAK

1115-1245
Panel 11: INDIA AND THE WORLD (Contd.)

Jaswant Singh, Leader of Opposition, Rajya Sabha
Shabana Azmi, Actor, Social Activist and Former Member of Parliament
Sitaram Yechury, Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha

Kapil Sibal, Union Minister for Science and Technology, Govt. of India




1430-1630

Panel IlI: VISION FOR A NEW SOUTH ASIA

Chairperson
Pranab Mukherjee, Minister for External Affairs, Govt. of India

Speakers
Rehman Sobhan, Chairperson, Centre for Policy Dialogue, Dhaka

Arjun Sengupta, Member of Parliament and Chairperson, National Commission for
Enterprises in the Unorganised Sector, Govt. of India

Kanak Mani Dixit, Editor, Himal, Kathmandu

Saman Kelegama, Director, Institute for Policy Studies, Colombo

Asma Jahangir, Chairperson, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan

Muchkund Dubey, Chairperson, Council for Social Development and Former
Foreign Secretary, Govt. of India

TEA BREAK

1700-1800

INTERACTIVE SESSION WITH PROFESSOR AMARTYA SEN AND CONFERENCE
CLOSING

Chairperson
Martha Nussbaum, Professor of Law and Ethics, University of Chicago

Opening Remarks

Kaushik Basu, C. Marks Professor and Chairperson, Department of Economics,
Cornell University

Ravi Kanbur, T.H. Lee Professor of World Affairs and Economics,
Cornell University

Address and Interaction with the Audience
Amartya Sen, Professor, Harvard University and Nobel Laureate

Closing Remarks and Vote of Thanks
Alakh N Sharma, Professor and Director, Institute for Human Development




PRESENTATIONS BY YOUNG RESEARCHERS

Venue: Vigyan Bhavan, Maulana Azad Road, New Delhi

A.K. Shiva Kumar

Bhaskar Dutta
Siddiqur R.Osmani
Sudipto Mundle
Winston Dookeran

Bina Agarwal




Sabina Alkire
Mahendra Dev
Sakiko Fukuda-Parr
Niraja Gopal Jayal

Abhijit Sen

Dipak Mazumdar
Ajit Ghose

Minar Pimple
Ashwani Saith

Jean Dreze




Sunil Khilnani
Ashutosh Varshney
Ingrid Robeyns
Surinder S Jodhka

TEA BREAK

S.K. Thorat

D. N. Reddy
K. P. Kannan

Rajat Deb




Rizwanul Islam

Satish Jain
Kaushik Basu
Maurice Salles

Isher Judge Ahluwalia

Barbara Harriss-White
S. Subramanian
Gerry Rodgers




G K Chadha

Alakh N Sharma

Ravi Srivastava

Ravi Kanbur
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