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of another wife,! and Robert and Odo, his own uterine
brothers.  For having expelled from Normandy on slight
pretences William, surnamed Werlenge, count of Morton,
son of Count Mauger,” he had conferred the county of Mor-
ton on Robert, son of Herluin, and thus his own brother.
Morcover, on the death of Hugh, bishop of Bayeus, son
of Count Maunger, he gave that bishopric to s brother
Odo, whom he afterwards made earl of Kent in England.
At length, King William arrested him in the Tgle of
Wight,! on account of his overweening pride, as I have
before fully related, and baving detained him four years in
prison, was unwilling, such was the insolence of Odo, to
release him even when he was himself at the point of death.

In consequence, the earl of Alorton, of whom T have lately

spoken, was sorely afilicted, and, by his own supplications
and those of his friends on belalf of his brother, wearied
the suffering prince.

The king was exhausted by the numerous solicitations
from so many quarters for the rvelease of the bishop of
Bayenx; but at length he said: “I wonder that your
penetration has not discovered the eharacter of the man for
whom yoa supplicate me.  Are not you making petitions for
a prelate who has long held religion in contempt, and who is
the subtle promoter of fatal divisions 2 Have I not already
nearcerated for four years this bishop, who when he ought
to bhave proved himself exemplary in the just govermment
of Hngland, became a most cruel oppressdr of the people,
and destroyer of the convents of monks? In desiring the
liberation of this seditious man, you are ill-advised, and are
bringing on yourselves a serious calamiby. It is clear that
my brother Odo is a man not to be trusted, ambitious,
given to fleshly desires, and of enormous eruelty ; and that
he will never be converted from his whoredoms ‘and 1uinous
follies. I satisficd myself of this on several occasions, and
therefore I imprisoned, nobt the bishop, but the tyrannical

1

This is the only notice we have of this eldest son of Herluin de Con-
teville, and half-brother of the Conqueror.

? William de Jumiéges (b. vil. c. 19) relates the civcumstances under
which William Werlenc forfeited the earldom of Morton.

* Ralph comte d’Ivri, It was in 1040 that William gave his brother
she bishopric of Bayeux, vacant by the death of William &’Tvri.

# See before, ¢. viii. p. 372, e seg. for the details of this transaction,
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eml. There is no doubb that if he is velossed, he will
disturh the whoele country aud be the ruin of thousands, I

say this nob frow habred, as it L were his enemy, but as the
fabher of 11y country, watching for the welfare of o Christian

people. It would mdeed give me incxprcs:si‘l_)]e':‘md heart-
felt joy to think that he would conduet himself’ with chastity
and moderation, as it always becomes a priest and minister
of God.”* _
All the filends of the bishop pledging themselves for hic
reformation, the king further said: * Whether 1 Wﬁ‘l or
not, vour petition shall be granted, bub after wy death there
will Tomedintely be a violent change .in affairs. Yo 1s
against my own judoment that L permit my brother to 3'3‘0
liberated  from condinement, for be assured that he will
eause the death or the grievous injury of many persons. l“ur«,
ther, as I have declared the furfeituwre of zd.l the la‘.n“ds of
Baudri, son of Nicholas,® as a punishient for his folly in
quitting wy service and going to Bpuin withvut my licence,
1 now restore him his domains for the love of God. 1 do
nob think that 2 braver knight exists, but he is prodigal and

Villiam, though tormented with ?xsrucmtmg
N X N . . : 1, - (* e
pains in his intestines, preserved throughout the full pos-

sesston of his elearness of intellect and power of expressing

bimself with his usual vivacity ; and gave with readiness
uselul counsels to all who addvessed themselves to him on
the affnirs of the state.

At length, on Tuesday, the ffth of the ides [the Oth] of
]

»
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September,? the king waking just when the sun was begin-
: - 1o - . a7
ning to sheld bis rays on the earth, heard the sound of the
€
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U Whatever amplifieations our author may bave made in .t‘nef speeches
which he has put into the king’s mouth (a practice we find him _\rc—quenL]}‘
pursuing in commen with most ancient histor 1:~¢), it does appear thzu:
0do was excepted from the general amn and the sequel of the hl};;h:r:\
will show how well his brother had penetrated the real chizacter of this
voluptuous and turbulent prelate.

% Bau le Guitrl. This offence must have heen very recent, as we
have seen 1 in 1085, fighti avely in Williao’s service in Maine.
Phis Tord held o fief at Boequenceé nnder the abbey o i:lvroult, zm(%
must have heen personally known to our author, who makes frequent and
honourable mention of him. 5

¥ Willlam died, as befove stated, on September 9, 1067,
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great bell of the cathedral of Rouen. On his inquiring
what it meant, his attendants replied: “ My Lord, the bell
is tolling for primes in the church of St. Mary.”  Then the
king, raised his eyes to heaven with deep devotion, and
lifting up his hands said: “I commend myself to Mary,
the holy mother of God, my heavenly mistress, that by her
blessed” intercession I may be reconciled to her well-
beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.” Having said this he
instantly expired. The physicians and others who were
present, who had watched the king all night while he slept,
his repose neither broken by ecries or groans, seeing him
now expire so suddenly and unexpectedly, were much
astonished, and became as men who had lost their wits.
Notwithstanding, the wealthiest of them mounted their
horses and departed in haste to secare their property.
But the inferior attendants, observing that their masters
had disappeared, laid hands on the arms, the plate, the robes,
the linen, and all the royal furniture, and leaving the corpse
almost naked on the floor of the house hastened away.

Observe then, I pray you, my readers, how little trust can
beplaced in human fidelity. All these servants snabehed up
what thev could of the royal effects, like so many kites, and
took to their heels'with their booty. Roguery thus came
forth from its hiding place the moment the great justiclary
was dead, and first exercised its rapacity round the corpse
of him who had so long repressed it.

Tntelligence of the king’s death was quickly spread, and,:

far and near, the hearts of those who heard it weve filled with
joy or grief.  Infact, King William’s decease was known in
Rome and in Calabria to some of the exiles he had dis-
inherited, the same day he died at Rouen, as they afterwards
solemnly asserted in Normandy. For the evil spirit was
frantic with joy on finding his servants, who were bent on
repine aud plunder, set free by the death of their judge.

0, worldly pomp, how despicable you are when one
considers that you are empty and fleeting!  You ave justly
compared to watery bubbles, since at one moment you are
inflated and rise, and vanish the-next. Behold this mighty
priunge, who was lately obsequiously obeyed by more than a
hundred thousand men in arms, and at whose nod nations
frembled, was now stripped by his own attendants, in a
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. death of thelr prince, were in the grea

{ amy.  Each quitted the place wher

| their courage and

{ Herluin, a country knight, was induced by his na
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| Tich w £ his
}ouse_“hmh was nob his own; and left on the bare ground
from the hour of primes to that of tierce. 1
Meanwhile; the citigens of Rouen having heard the
test state of alarm ;
| 5 arm
{dmos.t all of them lost their reason, as if they had been
mfoxicated, and were thrown into as much confusion as if
the ity had been threatened with an assault by a powerful
1 . o he received the news
and ran to confer with his wife, or the first friend 01:
acquaintance he met, as to what was to be done. Every one
removed,1 or prepared o remove, his valuables, conecealing
them with alarm, lest they should be discovered.
At length the religicus, both clergy and monlks, recovering
] : the use of their senses, formed a
procession ; and, arrayed in their sacred vestments, with
crosses and censers, went in due order to Si. Gervase
Ed

) where they commended the spirit of the i
y c e departed k
{ God, according to the holy b B B

r cor: rites of the Christi aith
Then Williamn, the archbishop, ordered the fﬁiéglfﬂ tidl%e‘

| conveyed to Caen, and interred there in the abbey of St.

Stephen the protomartyr, which the kine hims

founded.  His brother and other relations had efléregac}
quitted the place, and all his servants had deserted him a{z
I he had been a barbarian; so that not one of the kine’s'
ettendants was found o take care of his corpse. Howev%ru

Herl: : 1 tural
goodness to undertake the charge of the funeral, for the love

'of God and the honour of his country. He therefore

procured at his own expense persons to émbalm and carry

| the body 5 and, hiring a hearse, he caused it to be carried to

the port on the Seine; and, embarking it ar 3
coxrlducted it by water and land to Caegn. on boazd a veseel,
Then Gilbert, the lord abbot,! with the whole convent of
monks, met the hearse in solemn procession, accompanied by
asorrowing multitude of clerks and laymen, offering prayers
But'at this moment a sudden calamity filled the minds of all

with alarm. * For a fire broke out in one of the houses, and,

shooting up prodigious volumes of flame, spread through
great part of the town of Caen, doing great damage. T%e
crowds, both of clergy and laity, hastened with one accord to
! Gilbert de Coutances, abbot of St. Stephen at Caen, 1079-—1101,
EEZ2 -
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extinguish the fire, so that the monks were left alone to

hmbh the serviee © hov had begun, and they brought the royal.

corpse into the abbey chmsh chantmﬂ pmh 18,

Afterwards, all the bmhops and abbots of Normandy

assembled to perform the obsequies of the illnstrious duke,
Who was the fnther of his country. 1 will insert in this
work a short list of some of the 11““]be, for the mformation
of posterity. William, archbishop of Rouen; Odo, bishop
of Bayeuwx; Gilbert, bishop of Bvreux; Gilbert Maminot,
bishop of Lisicux; Tich ael, bishop of Avrandwa ; Geoflrey,
bmhop of Couta mces; and Gruku'd bishop of Séez. A Ymong
the abbots were the following : Alv elm, of Bec; William de
Roos, of Wéeamp; CGerbert, of Fonte nullc Ghuntard, of
Jumidges ; Mater, of 36, Bvroult; Fulk, of DL\'O; Durand,
of Troarn; Robert, of Séez; Osbern, of Bernai; Roger, of
S5, Michacl-n- peril-of-the- b(}ﬂ“ the two abbots of Rouen,
Nicholas, of St. Guen, and Vf.mlte of Mont-de-la-Sainte-
Trinité ; with many more, whom 1‘u would be tedious to
enumerate. Al these assembled at the funeral of the illus-
trious Baren, snd buried him in the sanetuary, between the
eholr and the altar.

The mass ended, when the coffin was already lowered into
the grave, bub the corpse was still on the bier, the greab
{mlbext bhhop of Bvreux, ‘1~=cended the pulpxt and pro-
nounced a long and doqnem discourse ou the distinguished
characver of the deceased prince. Ie expatiated on Wil-
fiam’s having estended by his valour the bounds of the
Norman domlmon and raised his people to a pitch of
greatness mrpaqsnm the times of any of his predecessors;
and on his having waintained peace and justice in all his
states, wisely clms’mqm' thieves and robbers with the
scourge of the law, w hile he firmly defended the clergy and
moukw and defenceless people, with his meritorious sword.
When he had concluded his discourse he addressed himself
1o the . congregation, who were shedding afléctionate tears
and attested his a vticns, and added $his supplication:
T be-
seech you, for the love of Christ, that you earnestly inter-
cede with Almighty God on behalf of our dec ens sed prinee,
de that you Lmdlv forgive him, if in anght he

: ainst you.”

“ As in this preicn‘a life 110 man can live without sin,

has offended

denee, appeased

Hng

-were terinated within a few' days of e
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Then Ascelin, son of Arthur, came forward from the
crowd, and preferved the follomw“ complaint with a loud
volce, in the hearing of all: “ The hnd,” he said, “ on which
you stand wag the yard bblorm g to 1wy father’s house,
which that man for whom you pray, when he was vet only
duke of Normandy," took foreible po:uession of, and in the
teeth of all Justice, by an exercise of ty raunical power, here '
founded this abbey. I therelore lay claim to this Lmu, and
openly demand its restitution, and in God’s name I forbid
the bedy of the spoiler heing covered with ecarth which is
my property, and buried in my inheritance.”  The bishops
and other ot men, on hearing this, and finding from
inquirics among his neighbours that he spoke the truth,
drew the man ‘l\ld 'md instead of offering him any vio-
18 10:‘ent1nont with gentle words and eame
to terms with him.  For the small space in which the grave
was made, they paid him on the spot sizty uhl}hll“\, and

promised him a proportionable price for the Test of the land

\\hlch he claimed.  This agreement they scon afterwards

fulfilled, for tue good of- the soul of the master th ey dearly

loved.?

e the conquest of England, when the abbey was built; at

illiam was oniy duke of Normandy.

The narrative of Wace entirely agrees with that of our author.  Ac-

cording to Willlam of Malmesbury, lis son Henry, afterwards king of
d, was present ot the funeral, and paid to Ascelin, whom he calls a

“Lnight and a brawler, a hundred pounds of silver to quiet his audacious

daim"—D. 1il. po 311 of the edition in Bohn’s Antiq. Lib.

Two eotemiporary facts may serve for a fitting conclusion to our author’s
aceount of the last howrs of William the Conqueror.  The st is supplied
hy Willlam of Malmesbury, i, p. 807, Honouring his father’s memory,
he had gent a pereen in bis confidence to remove the body of Duke Robert,
which bud bheen interred at Nice, and bring it to Normandy. The mes-
senger, h r proceeded on bis pious errand, received the intellizence of
his ::u\' reign's death while he was in Apulia, on his return home with
Robert's remains. He, therefore, interred them there, The place where
they were deposited is unkunown, but might be probably discovered by the
researches of travellers in the south of Italy.

The other fact present & curious contrast hetween two destinies which
yother,  The tourist who visits
the church of St Saviowr at Bruges will find & leaden tablet, trans-
ferred from the chureh of St. Donat in- the same city, which records that
Gunilde, born of illustrious parents in England, beiag the daughter of the
powerful Earl Godwin, by Githa a noble lady of Damah extraLUon having

' That is, b
which time 3
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However, when the corpse was lowered into the stone
coffin, they were obliged to use some violence in forcing it
in, because through the negligence of the masons it had
been made too short, so that, as the king was very corpu-
lent, the bowels burst, and an intolerable stench affected
the by-standers and the rest of the ecrowd. The smoke of
ineense and other aromaties ascended in clouds, but failed
to purify the tainted atmosphere. The priests therefore
hurriea the conclusion of the funeral service and retired as
soon as possible, in great alarm, to their respective abodes.

I have thus earefully investigated, and given a true ac-
eount of all the manifestations of God’s providence ab the
duke’s death, not composing a well-feigned tragedy for the
lucre of gain, nor a humorous comedy to provoke the
laughter of parasites, but a true narrative of the various
events for the perusal of studious readers. In the midst of
prosperity adverse cirenmstances were permitted to arise,
that the hearts of men might be impressed with the fearful
warnings.

A king once potent, and warlike, and the terror of the
numberless inhabitants of many provinces, lay naked on the
floor, deserted by those who owed him their birth, and those
he had fed and enriched. He needed the money of a
stranger for the cost of his funeral, and a coftin and bearers
were provided, at the expense of an ordinary person, for him,
who till then had been in the enjoyment of enormous wealth.
He was carried to the church, amidst Haming houses, by
trembling crowds, and a spot of freehold land was wanting
for the grave of once whose princely sway had extended over
so many cities, and towns, and villages. His corpulenst
stomaeh, fattened with so many delicacies, shamefully burst,
to give a lesson, both to the prudent and the thounghtless, on
what is the end of fleshly glory. RBeholding the corruption
devoted herself to a life of chastity, and refased the highest offers in
marriage, left England when it was conguered by William the NMorman,
and her brother, King Harold, was slain. She spent some years of her
exile at 8t. Ouen in Flanders, charitable to the poor, gentle and agree-
able to her attendants, courtenus to strangers, and only severe to herself.
She afterwards removed to Bruges, and, after some years spent in the
exercises of virtue, departed in the Lord on Aungust 24, 1087,  The death-
bed of this chaste and pious princess was exempt {from the remorse and the
seandals which disgraced the last hours of the enemy of her fumily.
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of that foul corpse, men were taught to strive earnestly, by
the rules of a salutary temperance, after better things than
the delights of the flesh, which is dust, and must return to
dust.

There 13 but one lot for rich and poor; both become the
prey of death and corruption. Trust not then, O sons of
men, in. princes who deceive, but in the true and living God,
who created all things. Turn over the pages of the Old and
New Testament, and take from thence numberless examples
which will instruct you what to avoid and what to desire.
Bxpect nothing from iniquity, and covet nos the goods of
others. “If riches increase, set not your heart upon them.”
“ All flesh is grass, and the glory thereof as the flower of hay.
The grass fadeth, and the flower thereof perisheth; but the
word of the Lord remaineth for ever.”

I have determined to conclude this seventh book of the
history of 8t. Evroult with the end of King William’s reign.
in the eighth book, it is my design to leave to posterity
some account of that king’s sons, and of the various
disturbances by which both Normandy and England were
long grievously afflicted.




