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5r. C.oncerning the betrothal of a woman

As 6mily law end inhcriancc :rc subjecs on which we ale particularly b-a-dly info5m9d, this rhort

texr, *hith survivcs is the Tcxtr4i Roffr*kand the C.C.C.C.;MS. 383, and in trrin h Quadripanitus,
ir p".ticutrrty wclcomc. Thc tcxt bJ- oo clear indicarion of &rc. Lieberrnann wguld place it 975-
lojo, wirb a'prefcreacc for thc taaer part of this p.riod. The stressing _of the necd that the woman

hcrself is to .Lpt thc suitor suggcss th:t it is not-carly. Ic is edited by Liebcrrrann, I, PP. 442-444.

. and with Engiish translarion by Thorpc, r" PP- 254-257.

T Tow a man shall betrorh a maiden, and what agreement there ought to be.l

L 1 r. If a man wishes ro berodr a ma-iden or a widow, and it so pleases her and

her kinsmen, then it is right that the bridegroom 6rst according to God's laws and

proper secular custom should promise and pledge to those who are her advocates, that

Le Jesires her in such a way that he will maintain her according to God's law as a man

should maintain his wife; and his friends are to stand surery for it.
z. Nexr, it must be known to whom belongs the remuneration for rearing her.

The bridegroom is then to pledge this, and his frien& are to stand surery for it.

3. Then afterwards thc bridegroom is to anttounce what he grans her in re-

rurn for her acceptancc of his suit, and what he grans her if she should live longer

than he.

+ If it is thus contraded, then it is right that she should be entided to half the

goods-and to all, if they have a child together-rlnless she marries aqain-
j. He is to strengt}en what he promises with a pledge, and his frien& are to stand

surery for it.
6. lf they tlen reach agreement about everything, then the kinsmen are to set

abour berothing their kinsworn:ul as wife and in lawful maffimony to him who has

asked for her, and he who is leader of the betrothal is to receivc the securiry.

7- If, however, one wishes to take her away from that district into that of another
th.go, then it is to her interest that her friends have the assurance th.at no wrong will

be done to her, and that if she conr:rritsan offence, &.y rnay be allowed to stand next
io p"y-g compensation, if shc has not possessions with which she can pay.

8. At the rrarriage there should by rights be a priesg who shall unite them together
wittr God's blessing in all prospcriry.

9. It is also well to take care that one knows that they are not too closely relatcd,
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lest one afterwards put asunder what was previously wrongly joined together.


